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RECEIVED
{lfjYS ..

Mr. William F. Caton
secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Amendment of the Commission's Rules to
Establish Rules and Policies Pertaining to a
Mobile Satellite Service in the
1610-1626.5/2483.5-2500 MHz Frequency Bands
CC Docket No. 92-166

Dear Secretary Caton:

For filing in the above-captioned proceeding, I am
attaching an original and 5 copies of a letter dated April 21,
1994 from Mr. Jose A. Aponte of the American Red Cross to Ms.
Judith D. Corse of IRIDIUM, Inc. The letter articulates the
strong support of the American Red Cross for the proposed
Low-Earth-Orbit Mobile Satellite Service ("LEO MSS") systems, and
in particular the IRIDIUMN/. Communications System proposed by
Motorola Satellite communications, Inc. The letter notes the
unique advantages of the LEO MSS technology for the provision of
telecommunications services associated with emergency medical and
other humanitarian relief.
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.. Judith D. Cor_
llanager, IlarkKing Program Developaent
IRIDIUK Incorporated
1410 H street ..
Washington, DC 20005

Dear JUdy:

My colleague. and I of the Aaerican Red Cros. are grateful
to you for tha ~nstration of Iridiua's low earth orbit
eatellite cc.-unication systea. Such a sy.t.. would clearly
a••ist ua aa we deliver _rCJ~ aedical and other
huaanitarian relief to geographically dispersed areas both
in the US and overseas.

The greateat need for our .ervic.. frequently ariaes in
areas where ready access to Ci IIIFunicationa ayat_ ia
lacking, either because the cc.-unicationa infrastructure
has been de.troyed by an event of cal..itous proportions or
because it is siJaply inadequate. Further, our ti..­
sensitive operations are often hindered by the difficulty of
proaptlY raportinq the occurrence of a bazardoutl or life­
threatening situation and coordinatinq the huaanitarian
a.sistance required with gover~ntal, international, and
private voluntary agencies. In addition, c~unicatillCJ with
large nuabers of geographically dispersed relief personnel,
constantly on the move, has proven yet another obstacle to
our operations.

The systea you have demonstrated would suit our operations
in two ways.

First, the availability of a hand held co..unications
device, that facilitates ready response, is central to
our operating requir...nta. The ability to diapatch a
te.. of relief personnel, that can instantaneoualy
eatabliah a co..unicationa link not affected by 4"'9.
to the local infrastructure, is an extre..ly critical
attribute, one that would undoubtedly save tiae,
therefore live., and 1IOn_y. All ay colleagues and I
underatand the technology, low earth orbit satellite.
would enable trUly portable hand-held voice
communication.

+ American Red Cross National Headquarters
Washington, DC 20006

April 21, 1994



Seaond, tbe uillty to ca_nicate with CJ809Z'apllically
di........ peraonnel, _0 are ~ .btionery, i. a
anotMr central operatinv r-.uir~t of tbe .....ican
Red craM. A .ift91e pIlone ...,.,. would be ideal to
r_cll the relief worker, -.rever he or .ha My be. we
uncIer8bnd, froa your cI_OftIItration, tbat a band bald
inat:ru.aft1:, aucb _ IIotorola'. Iridiua hanc:lMt, would
a.aure COIWtant CiC"UDica1:i... and reduce, if not
eliJIinate, the aaount of t~ we are out of conbet
with our field .taff d1Jrinv critical periocla. ..
fur:tilar .-'.r8'tand tbat law aartb. orbit Atelll1t:..,
with .-olooation, would penit tilt. beneficial leval of
cc..unication to ~bile relief worker. froa a central
location and, juat aa iIIportant.ly, fro. one aobile
relief worker to another.

My coll_CJU" and I vi. you every .ueee.. in .ecuring tba
apppropriata 9Q¥8rnaental authorization to iapleaent tbi.
adairable .y.tea. Plea•• feel tree to us. this letter, in
that proc.s., as you may se. tit.


